Volunteering through Boston Partners in Education has made
me realize just how much personal and individual attention
means to a child. It feels so good to know that | made an

important difference in someone's life.

— Volunteers, Blackstone School

VOLUNTEER FAQ

Who is an academic mentor?

An academic mentor is someone who volunteers their time to go into a K-12 classroom in the
Boston Public Schools and tutor a child in reading, writing and/or math. He/she commits to
spending the year with the same student or small group of students every week and forms a bond
with them that goes beyond academics.

What volunteer opportunities are available?
Boston Partners in Education offers a variety of volunteer opportunities — all related to academic
mentoring. They include one-on-one or small group tutoring in reading, writing and/or math.

Where can | tutor?
The Boston Public Schools need volunteers throughout the city to work with students in grades K-12.
Last year, Boston Partners in Education matched students with volunteers in 64 schools.

Can | choose the school at which I volunteer?
You can choose to volunteer at a participating school that is conveniently located near your home
or work. The choices depend on your availability and interests, as well as the needs of the school.

Do I need a car in order to volunteer?
No. Most schools are accessible by public transportation. We can place you at a school that is
conveniently located near a T or bus stop.

What hours can | volunteer?
Most volunteers work during school hours (7:30 am - 3:20 pm, depending on the school). There are
also some after school, evening, and weekend programs.

How often do I meet with my student(s)?

For the majority of our programs, you commit to meeting with your student(s) once per week for at
least one hour, through the end of the school year.
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Is a college education necessary to volunteer?
No, a college education is not necessary.

How do | get started?
Complete the Volunteer Registration Form on the “For Volunteers™ section at www.bostonpartners.org
and a staff person from Boston Partners in Education will contact you.

How long does the interview take?
Up to one hour, plus transportation.

Where does the interview take place?
At Boston Partners in Education’s offices at 44 Farnsworth Street, Boston.

Is training available?
Yes. Training is required before being matched with a student in the Boston Public Schools, and lasts
about two and a half hours.

When does the training take place?
Boston Partners in Education holds training sessions throughout the year. For a current training
schedule, please call Marc Saunders at 617.451.6145, or email him at msaunders@bostonpartners.org.

Where does the training take place?

Most training sessions take place at our offices at 44 Farnsworth Street, Boston. Training may also be
available off site for large groups (greater than 10 people). Please call Marc Saunders at 617.451.6145
for details, or email him at msaunders@bostonpartners.org.

Are there any requirements to volunteer?
Yes. The Boston Public Schools require annual Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) and Sex
Offender Registry Information (SORI) background checks. BPS processes these background checks.

Are there any summer opportunities?
Yes, there are summer opportunities, but they are more limited than those offered during the regular
school year.

How does Boston Partners in Education know which schools are in need of volunteers?
We match students and volunteers in response to written requests from teachers and principals. Thus, a
volunteer will always know that the teacher is in need of help.

How does a parent get a tutor/mentor for his/her Boston Public School child through Boston
Partners in Education?

Because we match students and volunteers in response to requests from teachers, parents should speak
with their child’s teacher if they feel their child could benefit from having an academic mentor. The
teacher will need to fill out a Volunteer Request Form on our website: www.bostonpartners.org. After
the teacher returns the completed form, we can begin recruiting a suitable volunteer. While we try to fill
every request, it is not always possible to do so. Please keep in mind that Boston Partners in Education
only serves the public schools within the City of Boston.



